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Discharges Subject to Control 

• discharges of domestic sewage into 

sewers 

• discharges of unpolluted water into storm 

drains / water bodies 

 All kinds of wastewater, whether 

discharged into communal sewers, storm 

drains, river courses or water bodies, are 

subject to control except: 
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Main Types of Discharges : 

• From Fitness Centre –     

   bathing waters 

• From Restaurants –  

 utensils washing & food preparation 

• From Swimming Pools –     

 backwash of filters, annual cleaning 

Recreational Club Wastewater 

Discharge 
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水污染管制條例指南 

A Guide to the Water Pollution 

Control Ordinance 

Control Mechanism –  

Discharge Licence 

Who can be the Applicant : 

• The person who makes or 

authorizes the discharge  

• The owner or occupier of 

the premises    
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Form A (EPD 117) 

Application for Discharge Licence  

Checklist : 

• A duly completed 

application form (Form A) 

• Copy of Business 

Registration Certificate or 

Certificate of Incorporation  

• Water bills or estimated 

water consumption 

• Drainage Layout Plan  
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Licence Application Procedures 

Procedures : 

1.Applicant to submit application 

2.EPD to assess application & determine flow rate and 

discharge determinants 

3.EPD to request for outstanding information as 

necessary 

4.EPD to make pre-licensing visit, if necessary 

5.Applicant to make a public notification if the 

discharge is made into the waters of Hong Kong 

6.Applicant to settle Demand Note issued 

7.EPD to issue licence after payment has been made
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Time for Issuing WPCO licence  

 • 95% within 14 days upon payment 

• For application requiring public notification, not 

earlier than 40 days after the public notification has 

been made, subject to no objection received .  
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Licence Application  

- Licence Processing Fee 
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Determination of  

Discharge Standards 
Technical Memorandum: 

• The Technical Memorandum (TM) – Standards for 

Effluents Discharged into Drainage and Sewerage 

Systems, Inland and Coastal Waters 

Prohibited Substances : 

• Some substances are prohibited to be discharged 

into sewers and waters of Hong Kong e.g. petroleum 

oil or tar, flammable and toxic solvents etc. 

Radioactive Substances : 

• Not to be discharged into any water bodies or drain
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Licence Conditions 

 Discharge / Sampling point 

 

 Discharge standards 

 

 Self monitoring requirement, as required 
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  *  The standards for effluent vary with the rate of 

effluent flow and water quality objectives of 

receiving water bodies 

 

Public Sewer  

>100&≦200  

900 

900 

2200  

50 

50 

---  

   Discharge point : 

Flow rate (m
3
/day) : 

Suspended solids(mg/L) : 

  BOD(mg/L) : 

 COD(mg/L) : 

 O&G(mg/L) : 

Surfactants(total)(mg/L) : 

Total Residual Chlorine(mg/L) : 

Standards for Effluent Discharge 

(Example) 

Storm Drain* 

>1000&≦1500  

30 

20 

80 

20 

10 

1 
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Sample of Licence (1) 
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Sample of Licence (2) 
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Sample of Licence (3) 
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Sample of Licence (4) 
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Sample of Licence (5) 
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Examples of Wastewater Treatment for 

Recreational Club 
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 Licence processing  

 Proactive compliance check 

 Complaint investigation 

 Enforcement action: 

- inspections and initiate legal actions 

 Education / Communication 

-meetings, workshops, and seminars 

Role of EPD 
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 Understand the wastewater characteristics  

 Apply discharge licence before making 

discharges 

 Comply with the licence terms and conditions 

 Minimise wastewater flows and loads 

 Design and construct proper treatment 

facilities 

 Operate the facilities by trained and 

experienced personnel 

 Conduct regular repair and maintenance 

Role of Recreational Club 

Management 



Thank You 



Q & A 



22 

Licence Application  

– Public Notification (1) 
Purpose : 

• To inform the public of the discharge  

• Any person may object to the granting of the 

approval on the ground that the discharge would 

tend to inhibit the attainment or maintenance of the 

relevant water quality objectives 

Who is required to give notification? : 

• For any application making a discharge into the 

waters of Hong Kong (other than discharge into 

communal sewer and drains) 
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Licence Application  

– Public Notification (2) 

Exceptions for Public Notification: 

• To discharge domestic sewage from a separate 

household  

• For the renewal application, consumes 10 cubic  

metres or less of water a day and the rate of flow  of 

the discharge  is not greater than that. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1) Can the licence be transferred ? 

• In general, the new owner or operator should apply 

for a new licence. EPD may consider any request for 

licence transfer on a case by case basis.  

2) Under what circumstance should applicants apply 

for variation of licence ? 

• When there are changes that may affect the licence 

conditions like the location of discharge points or 

sampling point, flow rate or treatment. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
3) What is the best timing to make a renewal 

application ? 

• 2 to 4 months before the expiry date.  
Note 

• s.8(2) of WPC(General) Regulation states that “Every application for renewal of a licence 

shall be made not earlier than 4 months and not later than 2 months before the date of 

expiry of the licence.” 

• A licence which is the subject of an application for renewal made in accordance with 

Regulation 8 shall continue in force until the Authority either grants or refuses the 

application (s.9 of WPC(General) Regulation refers) 

4) What is the time require to process the renewal 

application with public notification made? 

• Not earlier than 30 days after the public notification 

has been made, subject to no objection received . 

   


